[In vitro study on MT2 cell infected by hepatitis C virus].
To establish an MT-2 cell model infected by HCV in vitro. Human T-lymphocyte cell line MT-2 was infected with HCV-RNA positive serum and detected for HCV RNA by RT-PCR 1, 4, 7, 10, 14, 18, 21, 24, 28, 31, 35 and 39 days after the infection. PCR products were determined by southern blot. MT-2 cell infected with HCV-RNA negative serum was used as control. HCV-RNA began to turn positive at 7 days postinoculate (p.i.) till at least 28 days(p.i.). Intracellular negative-stranded HCV-RNA was detected from 10 to 18 days (p.i.). No HCV RNA was detected in the control group. HCV may replicate and express in MT-2 cell for a short period.